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RECORDING MUST BE ATTRACTIVE

Attractive - only if it is useful  

How is ñusefulò defined?

Examples: 

ÅSomatic cell counts

ÅFat, protein

ÅVeterinary results (PCR, paratuberculosis, salmonella, etc.)

ÅManagement tools

ÅEtc.
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RECORDING DISADVANTAGES

The ñnot-attractiveò part  

Examples: 

ÅWork

ÅExpenses

ÅPaper/data

ÅEtc. 
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WHAT KIND OF TECHNICIANS IN THE FUTURE??

The farmers contact to yield recording is the technician

Personality often means more than the skills:

Advantage for the technician:

a. Smiling personality

b. Get along with all kind of farmers and their staff

c. Authoritative personality

d. Service-minded

e. Skilled

f. Loyal to ñthe systemò

Do we have the right education?
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WHAT KIND OF RECORDING??

Traditional thinking:

ÅPedigree

ÅMilk recording

ÅClassification

ÅBeef recording
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WHAT KIND OF RECORDING??

What about:

ÅHealth

ÅWelfare

ÅVeterinary treatment

ÅMilk ability

ÅWeight after each milking

ÅPCR

ÅMilk temperature

ÅAnimal activity

ÅEtc. etc.
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WHY AND HOW??

Increasing herd size    
ÅHerdsman knows less about each animal

Automated milking systems
ÅHerdsman knows less about each animal

Technology (on-farm or in recording devices)
ÅIncreasing possibility for automated data recording

Reports based on recorded data will be the future tool
ÅSupport (or replace) herdsmanôs memory

ÅEveryday routines for immediate recording required

ÅAvailability of recorded data will be a key issue

ÅData standards important
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WHAT DO WE NEED ??
Management tools:

Production
1. Documentation
2. Prognosis

Health
1. Symptoms: Observed or automatically recorded
2. Treatments: Own and veterinarian
3. Reasons for deaths, culling and killings

Reproduction
1. Cows in heat and inseminations
2. Animal activity and milk temperature

Welfare
ÅIndicators at herd level based on individual cow data
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WHAT DO WE NEED ??

Breeding value estimation:

ÅGenomic selection impossible without recorded data

ÅEven genomic selection needs an ongoing calibration by 
real recorded data

ÅMilk ability based on objective data provided by milk 
meters

ÅPossible new traits based on new data  
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WHAT DO WE NEED ??

Farmer wants:

ÅManagement data

ÅSpend as little time as possible on recording

ÅAll information needed should be available
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WHAT DO WE NEED ?? 

Automated data capture can help provide both

ÅWithout sensors on or in animal

ÅElectronic identification and electronic milk meters

ÅCollect data on milk ability from AMS systems

ÅCollect data from mandatory hoof  trimming programmes

ÅAutomatic weighing of cows leaving milking

ÅWith extra sensors on or in animal

ÅAutomatic recording of animal activity

ÅAutomatic recording of animal temperature 
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2000 ï2010 (Denmark)

2000 2010

Producers 10,500 4,250

ÅDairy cows 660,000 572,000

ÅAverage herdsize 63 135

Recorded herds 8,850 3,800

ÅRecorded cows 593,000 530,000

ÅAverage herdsize 67 139

ÅManual recording 8,800 300

ÅAutomatic recording, herds 50 3,500

Å% cows in AMS systems 0.5 % 27 %

ÅRobotic herds 50 830

2000

2010
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The center is the sample
- not the meter!
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